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April Kelley’s Favorite Apps 
 
Subject App Title Price Description 

Cross-
Curricular 

StoryKit 
 

    

Free Create your own stories, projects, or reports with 
pictures, writing, and voice recordings.  Then, email 
your completed project to someone. 

Cross-
Curricular 

i-Prompt 
 

   

Free I-Prompt is tele-prompting software.  Children, or 
grown-ups, can copy text into i-Prompt. You can 
change the speed of the text as it rolls through the 
auto cue to suit the skills and fluency of the reader.  
Great for speech making and helping children 
read more fluently. 

Cross-
Curricular 

Dragon Dictation 
 

 

Free Quickly and easily convert speech into editable text 
that can be copied or sent via e-mail.  Great for 
learners who prefer talking over writing. Improves 
spelling too. 

Cross-
Curricular 

smartNote 
 

 
 

(for ipad only) 

Free or 
$2.99 

Take or record classroom notes.  Take or record 
classroom notes.  Teachers can send students outlines 
or worksheet activities.  They can then 'write' on 
them and share them back with you for assessment or 
send them to the web for pickup at home.  Using this 
app, students can also audio record ideas or 
instructions for later use.  

Cross-
Curricular 

The Guardian 
Eyewitness 

 

 
 

(for ipad only) 

Free Use these high quality, engaging photos to stimulate 
discussion in:  

• A-level Modern Languages 
• Citizenship 
• English 
• Cross Curricular Geography 
• Science 
• Art 

Cross-
Curricular 

Strip Designer 
 

   

$2.99 Create comics as a great way of getting children to 
record or report on their experiences & learning.  
Strip Designer is easy to use and has lots of features. 
It has built in google maps snapshooting!  EG shows 
Google Earth screenshot.  App can upload to flickr, 
twitpic, email, posterous, etc. 

Cross-
Curricular 

Puppet Pals 
 

 

Free Students can create their own show with animation 
and audio in real time.  Includes ability to record 
voices, make the actions with the characters they 
have chosen, record and play back, save their play or 
performance.  Videos can be exported for sharing via 
email or YouTube. 
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Subject App Title Price Description 
Cross-

Curricular 
PhotoCard Lite 

 

 

Free Students can use the pictures supplied but they can 
also upload any photo then write the postcard and 
email it. They could create a series of postcards to 
explain a holiday or journey or use it to enhance a 
journal or other project.  Fantastic for geography and 
literacy. 

Cross-
Curricular 

Doodle Buddy – Paint, 
Draw, Scribble, 

Sketch – It’s 
Addictive! 

     

Free Painting App that includes finger painting, stamps 
with funny sounds, backgrounds, text tool, and ability 
to draw with others via the internet. Students can then 
use the iPod to draw their answers to questions as 
they would on a mini-whiteboard, but with less mess 
and no need for pens. 

Cross-
Curricular 

Flashcards Deluxe 
Lite 

 

 

Free Easy to use flashcard app.  Use to study just about 
anything you want.  Upgrade to full version for 
$3.99. 

Cross-
Curricular 

TeachMe:  1st grade 
 

 

$.99 Teaches 4 age-appropriate subjects to 1st grade 
children:  sight words, addition, subtraction, and 
spelling.   

Cross-
Curricular 

TeachMe: 
Kindergarten 

 

 

$.99 Teaches 4 age-appropriate subjects to Kindergarten 
children:  sight words, addition, subtraction, and 
spelling. 

Cross-
Curricular 

TeachMe: Toddler 
 

 

$.99 Teaches 6 age-appropriate subjects:  letters, abc 
phonics (letter sounds), numbers, shapes, colors and 
counting 

Cross-
Curricular 

Idea Sketch 
 

 

Free Easily draw a diagram – mind map, concept map, or 
flow chart – and convert it to a text outline, and vice 
versa.  Use for brainstorming new ideas, illustrating 
concepts, making lists and outlines, planning 
presentations, creating organizational charts, and 
more.   

Cross-
Curricular 

StoryBuddy 
 

 

$2.99 Amazing way to create and read stories easily.  Save 
your story in ibooks for future readings or email it to 
someone.  Make your own eBooks and save them.   
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Subject App Title Price Description 
Cross-

Curricular 
Voice Memos 

 

 

$.99 This app usually comes on your ipod already 
installed.  It is a recording device.  It’s used widely to 
help students self-evaluate and improve their reading 
fluency skills.  However, it can be used in many other 
subject areas as well. 

Cross-
Curricular 

Comic Touch Lite 
 

 

Free Create comic strips by adding photos and captions 
using speech bubbles, think bubbles, etc. 

Cross-
Curricular 

Merriam-Webster 
Dictionary 

 

Free Use the Merriam-Webster Dictionary on the ipod or 
ipad. 

Cross-
Curricular 

iMovie 
 

   

$4.99 Make beautiful HD movies with this movie-making 
app.  It’s fast and easy.  Add videos, photos, music, 
sound effects, themes, transitions, and titles to give it 
a Hollywood feel.  Then, share it on Facebook, 
Vimeo, Youtube, or CNN iReport. 

Cross-
Curricular 

i-nigma 
 
 

 

Free i-nigma turns your camera into a sophisticated 
barcode reader.  For example, students can write 
book reviews and then place the barcode inside the 
front cover of a book.  Teachers can organize games 
or quizzes using these QR codes.   Use a QR code 
generator such as http://qrcode.kaywa.com/ to 
generate a code. 

Cross-
Curricular 

Whiteboard Lite:  
Collaborative Drawing 

 

Free Easy to use collaborate drawing app using Wi-Fi.  
You can also use these as a white board in the 
classroom for students to record their answers and 
display them. 

Cross-
Curricular 

Evernote Peek 
 

   

Free It was designed for use with the new ipad 2 smart 
cover.  If you don’t have an ipad 2 smart cover, you 
can use their swipeable virtual cover instead.  Peek 
under the cover to practice for a quiz, practice a 
language, or strengthen your memory.  Many 
teachers use it as a flashcard app. 

Cross-
Curricular 

PaperPort Notes 
 

    

Free 
(ipad 
only) 

Digital notetaking tool for the ipad.  Combine 
documents, web content, audio, typed text and 
handwritten notes into a single document that you an 
easily organize and share with others. 

Cross-
Curricular 

Songify 
 

   

Free Transforms ordinary speech into songs. 
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Subject App Title Price Description 
Cross-

Curricular 
Scribble Press 

 

   

Free Book creation platform that allows students (or 
teachers) to create their own ebooks.  Then, 
download your books to your ibook library. 

Cross-
Curricular 

Popplet Lite 
 

   

Free Capture your ideas and sort them visually in realtime.  
People use Popplet for brainstorming, mindmapping, 
diagrams, process charts, journals, notes, lists, mood 
boards, travel plans, scrapbook, photo albums, 
portfolios, presentations, school projects, and class 
notes.  

 
Reading Bob Books Lite or 

Bob Books #1 
 

 

Free 
$1.99 
$3.99 

A phonics-based interactive game where children 
select words, then drag and drop letters into the 
correct placement to form words as they are sounded 
out, and then the page is read to them.  Children 
make connections between letters and sounds, sound 
out simple words, and spell the words they’ve read. 

Reading Toy Story Read-Along 
 

Toy Story 2 Read-
Along 

 
Toy Story 3 Read-

Along 

 
(ipad only) 

Free 
 

$3.99 
 
 

$8.99 

Toy Story Read-Along is a free interactive eBook 
from Disney.  The application can either read the 
story to you while highlighting the words or you can 
record your own voice reading the story.  Children 
can record their own voice reading, and either listen 
back or give it to another pupil who provides peer 
feedback on it. 

Reading K12 Timed Reading 
Practice Lite 

 

Free Lets readers in K-4 practice fluency as it times how 
long it takes them to read a passage.  In the lite 
version, there are 25 short stories.  You can upgrade 
to the full version for 250+ stories and add multiple 
readers. 

Reading ABC Phonics Animals 
Free Lite – Talking 

and Spelling Alphabet 
Flashcards Kids 

Games 
 

 

Free Learn ABC recognition, writing, audio spelling of 
words, listening, phonetic sounds of letters, 
pronunciations of full words, and animal sounds. 

Reading abc PocketPhonics 
Lite 

 

 

Free or  
$1.99 

Teaches letter sounds, letter writing, and first words.  
Upgrade to the full version for $1.99. 
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Reading Scramble 

 

 

Free Fast, fun game of finding words in a jumbled grid.  
Works just like the game “Boggle”. 

Reading Whirly Word Free 
 

 

Free See how many words you can create from 6 letters. 

Reading Word a Day 
 

 

$.99 Features a word of the day with visuals (humorous 
illustration) and audio (professionally narrated).  
Allows you to save past words, keep a list of favorite 
words, and skip ahead if you already know the word 
of the day. 

Reading Ibooks 
 

 

Free Download and read books. 

Reading Stanza 
 

 

Free Download and read books. 

Reading Jumbline 2 
 

 

Free or 
$1.99 

Addictive word games.  It’s an anagram game where 
you make words with a jumbled line of letters by 
rearranging and underlining them.  Play in either 
untimed or timed mode.  Two additional games in 
this app include cloud pop and star tower (also 
word/spelling games). 

Reading Reading 
Comprehension K-1 

   

$1.99 Practice Reading Comprehension skills while 
building confidence by reading short stories and 
answering multiple choice questions. 

Reading Reading 
Comprehension 1-2 

   

$1.99 Practice Reading Comprehension skills while 
building confidence by reading short stories and 
answering multiple choice questions. 

Reading Reading 
Comprehension 2-3 

   

$1.99 Practice Reading Comprehension skills while 
building confidence by reading short stories and 
answering multiple choice questions. 
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Subject App Title Price Description 
Reading Reading 

Comprehension Level 
1 Passages 

   
 

$.99 Students can pick passages to read based upon 
interests and themes and then answer multiple choice 
comprehension questions.  Students, teachers, and 
parents can then review progress with a progress 
report.  

Reading Zite 
 

   

Free Personalized magazine for that automatically learns 
what you like and gets smarter every time you use it.  
Zite delivers all the news, articles, blogs, and videos 
you want.  

Reading Literary Analysis 
Guide 

 

 

$2.99 For anyone studying literature or rhetoric in high 
school or college.  Arrange the elements of literature 
graphically around a 3 wheels (poetry, prose, and 
rhetoric) to see how they develop style and meaning.  
Also, click on any term around the wheel and get a 
detailed definition, examples, and questions to ask 
yourself about how the device is employed in the 
literature you’re studying. 

 
English Shakespeare 

 

 

Free Complete works of Shakespeare (41 plays, 154 
sonnets and 6 poems, including doubtful works).  
Scroll through scenes and acts, bookmark and 
annotate, search for quotations, find dictionary 
definitions, copy and paste annotations into own 
documents. 

English Advanced English 
Dictionary and 

Thesaurus 

   

Free Precise definitions of over 140,000 words with more 
than 250,000 links.  

English Grammar 2 
 

 

$1.99 Teaches parts of speech ranging from subject nouns, 
adjectives, adverbs, to more advanced grammar 
concepts such as compound indirect objects, 
predicate nouns, and linking verbs. 

 
Reading & 

Writing 
Spoken ABC 

 

 

$.99 
 

Teach the ABC’s.  A child-friendly voice pronounces 
each letter.  The “test” mode displays 10 random 
letters and asks your child to identify one. 
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Reading & 

Writing 
ABC Match Kids 

 

 

$.99 Each letter appears, memory game will speak the 
letter, and your child can begin to associate the letter 
with the visual representation while finding it’s 
match.  You can set difficulty level as well as 
alphabet styles (like fonts). 

Reading & 
Writing 

Kidwords Free 
 

 

Free A fun game to teach your kids how to spell.  Voice 
setting available if students are having trouble. 

 
Writing Posterous 

 

 

Free Lets you post any mix of text, photos and video 
instantly on the web for free.  Allows students to blog 
easily and create their own e-portfolio. 

Handwriting Use Your Handwriting 
 

 

Free Use your finger to write directly on the screen and 
your writing will be converted to look exactly like 
your handwriting. 

Handwriting ABC Cursive Writing 
Free Lite 

 

 

Free ABC letter writing with trace stroke guide.  Includes 
some spelling functions. 

Handwriting IWriteWords Lite 
 

 
 

Free or 
$2.99 

Teach children handwriting while playing a fun 
game.  Help Mr. Crab collect the numbers in 
sequence by dragging him with your finger and 
drawing the letter at the same time.  Upgrade to the 
full version for $2.99. 

 
Math Mia’s Playground 

 

 

Free Helps younger children learn about shapes, colors, 
and memorization.  Children are shown an image 
(e.g. blue car) and have to find another one in 
amongst others.  The other game shows the user an 
outline of a shape and children have to select pieces 
to make the shape whole. 

Math 
 

fingerCount 
 

 

Free or 
$.99 

The screen is black.  You touch the screen. Number 1 
is spoken and it appears.  You touch the screen again. 
Number 2 is spoken and it appears.  Then 3... then 
4... 5... 6... all the way to 100.  Each number is in a 
different color. It's great for learning numbers in 
sequence, finding numbers on the screen and 
counting backwards. When you touch a number for 
the second time, it bursts. If you burst a number that 
is in the middle of the sequence, the app re-orders all 
the numbers which follow it so that there are no 
missing numbers on the screen.  
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Math Graphing Calculator 

Pro 
 

 

Free 
until 

Jan. 5th 

Works like a graphing calculator with powerful 
function plotter and scientific calculator. 

Math Video Geometry Tutor 
 

 

$1.99 Geometry video series with 80 video lectures (no 
internet access required). 

Math Fraction App 
 

 

$.99 Online guide and tutorial for helping young people 
learn fractions.  Difficulty level of the game increases 
as you master the simpler fractions. 

Math MathTappers:  
Multiples  

 

 

Free Helps students make sense of multiplication and 
division with whole numbers, and then supports them 
in developing fluency while maintaining accuracy. 

Math MathTappers:  
Find Sums  

 

 
 

Free Helps a student make sense of addition and 
subtraction and then supports them in developing 
fluency while maintaining accuracy. 

Math MathTappers: 
Estimate Fractions 

 

 

Free Designed to help learners build their intuitive 
understanding of fractions by helping them relate to 
fractions (both symbols and pictures) to the nearest 
half and then extend their understanding by 
challenging them to use fraction estimates in addition 
and subtraction problems. 

Math Mad Math Lite 
 

 

Free or 
$1.99 

Practice addition, subtraction, multiplication, and 
division facts.  Move through levels.  Students can 
draw right on flashcards or click on numbers to 
answer.  Each student gets a report of which facts 
they are struggling with and can even show their 
progress via email.  Upgrade to a paid version for 2 
math games (Math Bingo and Bubble Math) 

Math Converts Units for 
Free 

 

 

Free Create your own unit conversions for anything you 
want including angle, area, currency, data, energy, 
force, length, mass, power, pressure, speed, 
temperature, time, and volume.  (Also available on 
the ipad using the “Converts Unit for Free HD” app.) 
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Social 
Studies 

Geopedia P 
 

Geopedia HP 
 

Geopedia US 
 

 

Free 
 

Free 
 

$.99 

Celebrate the beauty of our world by viewing over 
25,000 photos with descriptions.   

Social 
Studies 

Google Earth 
 

 

Free Hold the world in the palm of your hand.  Navigate 
the world by browsing millions of photos and view 
geo-located Wikipedia articles.  Use the location 
feature to fly to your current location.  Search for 
cities, places, and businesses around the globe with 
Google Local Search.   

Social 
Studies 

Disaster Alert (Pacific 
Disaster Center’s 

World Disaster Alerts) 
 

 

Free Listing and interactive maps of natural disasters 
occurring around the globe.   

Social 
Studies 

Stack the States Lite 
 

 

Free or 
$.99 

Learn the states as they come to life in this colorful 
dynamic game.  You’ll learn state names, shapes, 
capitals abbreviations, locations, bordering states, 
nicknames and more as you work your way through 
the game levels.  Upgrade to Stack the States for $.99 
and more features. 

Social 
Studies 

USA Presidents 
 

 

Free Fun flashcard application that helps students learn all 
the interesting facts about our presidents. 

 
Science SimplePhysics 

 

 

$.99 Design simple to complex structures for everything 
from tree houses to ferris wheels.  Then test your 
structure to see if it will hold up. 

Science Santa’s Engineer 
 

 

Free A spin off from the app SimplePhysics.  Help Santa 
with some of his projects such as building his sleigh 
or designing toys.  Then test out your design. 
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Music Virtuoso Piano Free 2 

HD 

 
Piano Free With 

Songs 

 

Free 
 
 
 
 

Free 

Large keyboard  
 
 
 
 
88 key piano with multitouch, adjustable, reverb, 
metronome, dual row 

Music Drum Kit 
 

 

Free Ever wanted to play the drums?  This is the closest 
you can get without a real kit.  Create your own 
music or play along while listening to songs. 

Music Discover Musical 
Instruments Free 

 

 

Free 16 musical instrument pictures and sound clips to 
allow your students to hear various instrument 
sounds.  Full paid version ($1.99) has 44 instruments. 

 
Art Art of Glow 

 

 

Free Create glow/light paintings, fireworks, twinkle stars, 
animated text arts, and more. 

Art Photogene 
 

 

$1.99 By importing photos or taking screenshots on the 
ipad (click both power and home buttons) students 
can save an image of something they find or are 
working on and edit it to make a cool poster, 
background or image to add to a notebook or 
document.  

Art How to Draw:  
Animals, Cartoon, 

Cars… 
 

 

Free Fun, easy way to learn how to draw amazing pictures. 

    
Oral 

Language 
 

Talking Tom 
 

 

Free Tom responds to your touch and repeats everything 
you say in a funny voice.  Also try “Talking Tom and 
Ben News” and “Talking Pierre the Parrot”. 

Oral 
Language 

Story Wheel 
 

    

Free Players record a story by spinning the wheel to get a 
picture, and then narrate a portion of the story.  When 
you’re done, you can listen to your story with 
animated pictures and make it into an ebook. 
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Tools for 
Teachers 

Mobile Mouse 
 

 

Free Instantly turns your ipod into an air, wireless remote 
for your computer.  

Tools for 
Teachers 

Tap Forms Database 
Lite 

 

 

Free Customize or create forms that can be used to track 
all kinds of data on your students. Forms can be 
shared with other teachers and exported to desktop 
and then analyzed in a spreadsheet for permanent 
record keeping.  Allows you to store 15 records on 
the free version.  Will need to update to the paid 
version ($6.99) for more storage. 

Tools for 
Teachers 

Bump 
 

   

Free Pick what you want to share, hold your ipods and 
gently bump hands with another bump user.  Share 
photos, music, messages, locations, contacts, 
calendar events, become friends on facebook, twitter, 
LinkedIn, and more. 

Tools for 
Teachers 

Evernote 
 

   

Free Create text, photos, and audio notes that will 
automatically sync to your computer and the web. 

Tools for 
Teachers 

ScanLife Barcode 
Reader – QR code & 

UPC Scanner 
 

   

Free Scans both QR codes and UPC codes.   Scanning 
UPC codes can be helpful for price checks, price 
matching, looking at reviews, reading health 
information about the product, provide you with 
related deals and coupons, and tell you about related 
accessories.  

Tools for 
Teachers 

Dropbox 
 

 

Free Bring all your photos, docs, and videos with you 
everywhere.  Install dropbox on your computer and 
any file you save to your dropbox will automatically 
save to all your computers, iphone, ipad, and even the 
dropbox website. 

Tools for 
Teachers 

Free Game Show 
Soundboard 

 

   

Free Allows you be review content previously studied by 
becoming a game show host.  The board allows you 
to keep track of team scores, set timers, and use fun 
sounds to signal a correct or incorrect answer. 

Tools for 
Teachers 

Vlingo 
 

 

Free Siri-like functionality you can run on your iphone, 
ipad touch, or ipad.  It’s your own personal virtual 
assistant that will answer your questions such as 
“Where is the nearest Italian restaurant?”  It will also 
complete tasks for you such as update facebook or 
text people in your contacts. 
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Tools for 
Teachers 

Giant Timer 
 

   

Free Timer with crystal clear digits, great sound, custom 
timer done message, and timer/stopwatch switch for 
counting up or down. 

Tools for 
Teachers 

Skitch 
 

   

Free Use shapes, arrows, sketches and text annotation to 
get your point across fast.  Mark up photos, screen 
shots, maps and webpages and then share them with 
anyone you’d like. 

Tools for 
Teachers 

Random # 
 

   

Free Generate a random # between 1-1,000,000,000.  Use 
to randomly call on groups or students. 

 


